
    

 

Media Release 

Guardian Exercise Rehabilitation and Custodian Work Assist welcome ex Wrays CEO Robert 
Pierce  

Guardian Exercise Rehabilitation and Custodian Work Assist founder John McDonald has 
announced our new CEO, Robert Pierce will commence in the role on 31 October 2022.   

A Chartered Accountant, Robert Pierce comes to us from Australian IP specialist firm Wrays, 
where he led the firm through a period of national growth and expansion over the past five 
years.  Prior to stepping into the CEO role at Wrays, Robert also served as their CFO for five 
years.   

John is excited about the changes ahead for the company, saying, 

“Rob brings a wealth of experience in guiding a business through the change and 
transformation that growth brings.  Over the past 22 years we’ve been steadily growing across 
the country, and I am so excited about our new journey under Rob’s leadership and seeing the 
next stages of Guardian Exercise Rehabilitation and Custodian Work Assist unfold.  

The CEO role is critical to our success and I am 100% sure Rob is the right person to lead us.  
We undertook an extensive national search for our next leader - spanning the past six months, 
in fact – and have enjoyed getting to know Rob and allowing him to get to know us.” 

Robert is also eager to embrace the opportunities the new role presents, 

“I really can’t wait to join the Guardian Exercise Rehabilitation family at such an exciting time 
for the organisation and in a sector which truly does impact the quality of life of injured or ill 
workers. With such a talented and committed national team, I’m looking forward to helping 
even more Australians recover and see an increase in their quality of life. 

With such a strong focus on empowerment and providing people with the right information 
and tools to take control of their recovery, I am honoured to be able to play a part in 
increasing the number of people we can help.” 

Robert will work closely with Guardian Exercise Rehabilitation’s Strategic Leadership Group 
and the wider leadership team on continued national growth which includes not only an 
expansion of services, but also diversification and the addition of new service offerings for 
those on a rehabilitation journey.  

Former CEO, Damien Amsuss stepped out of the CEO role in April this year, joining the 
company’s Strategic Leadership Group in an advisory role.  John McDonald has been acting in 
the CEO role while the search for our new CEO was conducted. 

Robert is a Chartered Global Management Accountant (CGMA) and a member of CPA Australia 
and will be based at the Perth head office located in Subiaco, Western Australia.  
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For more information: 

Joanne Casey 

Head of External Relations 

+61 417 992 672 

joanne.casey@guardianexercise.com.au 

About Guardian Exercise Rehabilitation 

Guardian Exercise Rehabilitation’s allied health clinicians provide prescription of therapeutic 
exercise-based programs for individuals afflicted with injury or illness, principally under a 
compensable-injury policy. 

Guardian Exercise Rehabilitation was established in 2000 by Exercise Physiologist John 
McDonald, who had a vision of ensuring that structured physical activity was a key foundation 
of rehabilitation at the earliest time in the recovery journey for as many individuals as 
possible. 

Over the years the company has evolved to become an industry leader in clinically-guided, 
best-practice rehabilitation interventions for people afflicted with injury or illness under a 
compensable-injury policy, principally across Workers’ Compensation, Life Insurance/Income 
Protection and Motor Vehicle Accident (MVA) / Compulsory Third Party (CTP) schemes. 

With an ever increasing national footprint, we currently employ over 70 Allied Health Clinicians 
across Australia and pride ourselves on delivering the utmost standard of care to all of our 
clients. Our vibrant team of professionals endeavour to make a difference to people’s lives by 
empowering them through high-quality rehabilitation programs. 

About Custodian Work Assist 

Custodian Work Assist is a workplace rehabilitation provider, accredited with WorkCover WA, 
providing return to work assistance for Workers’ Compensation, Compulsory Third Party and 
Life Insurance claims.  A part of the Guardian Exercise Rehabilitation family, Custodian Work 
Assist was founded in 2017 to provide support of employers and individuals in their recovery 
and return to work after an accident, illness or injury.  

Currently servicing Perth and the South West regions of Western Australia, Custodian Work 
Assist is led by Joanna Stanes, an Occupational Therapist with more than 10 years’ experience 
in workplace rehabilitation and injury management.   

Custodian Work Assist’s Rehabilitation Consultants are qualified Allied Health professionals and 
aspire to provide the highest possible standard of workplace rehabilitation services. Our team 
are friendly, supportive and approachable and believe in close communication and 
collaboration with treatment providers to facilitate a positive return to work outcome. 
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